
Affordable Estate Planning’s 
Estate Planning Starter Kit 
Welcome to your Estate Planning Starter Kit. This guide is designed to help you understand the basics of estate 
planning, organize your affairs, and prepare to meet with an estate planning attorney. Whether you're just 
getting started or reviewing an existing plan, this kit will help you build a strong foundation. 

 

📖 What is Estate Planning? 

Estate planning is the process of organizing your affairs so that your assets are distributed according to your 
wishes when you die or become incapacitated. It helps protect your loved ones, avoid unnecessary taxes and 
fees, and ensures that your medical and financial preferences are honored. 

Key Goals: 

●​ Appoint guardians for minor children 
●​ Avoid probate where possible 
●​ Designate trusted people to make decisions if you can’t 
●​ Plan for the transfer of assets smoothly and efficiently 

 

🗂️ Definitions of Key Legal Terms 

Will: A legal document that outlines your wishes for distribution of your assets and guardianship of minors 
after your death. When you pass away this document distributes everything at one time and still requires your 
family to go through probate. 

Trust: A legal entity that holds and distributes assets outside of probate, often used to simplify or avoid court 
proceedings. This allows you more control. You will have someone in charge of the trust that can allocate your 
money and assets when and how you want. You will avoid probate, can protect some wealth from taxes, and 
control when your beneficiaries will receive money like at certain ages, after college, for a house, etc.  

Durable Power of Attorney: Allows someone you trust to handle financial matters for you. 

Medical Directive: Expresses your wishes about life-sustaining treatment. 

HIPAA Release: Lets loved ones access your medical information. 

Personal Representative/ Executor/ Trustee: The person you name to carry out your wishes per your will or 
trust.  

 



🚫 Common Estate Planning Myths 

Myth 1: "I’m too young to need an estate plan."​
Truth: Anyone over 18 needs at least basic documents like a power of attorney and medical directive. 

Myth 2: "I don’t have enough money to worry about it."​
Truth: Estate planning is about control and protecting loved ones—not just wealth. 

Myth 3: "Everything will go to my spouse automatically."​
Truth: Not always! State laws vary, and blended families can complicate things. 

Myth 4: "I did a will years ago, I’m set for life."​
Truth: Your plan should be reviewed regularly and updated when life changes. Things like a death, divorce, 
marriage, moving to a new state, kids going off to college are all reasons to revisit your estate plan. 

 

🧠 Do I Need a Will or a Trust? (Self-Assessment) 

Answer the questions below: 

●​ Do you own real estate? 
●​ Do you want to avoid probate? 
●​ Do you have children or dependents? 
●​ Do you want privacy in your estate matters? 
●​ Do you want to leave assets in stages or protect them from creditors? 

If you answered yes to 2 or more, you may benefit from a revocable living trust in addition to a will. 

 

📝 Next Steps 

1.​ Review this checklist on the next page and fill in what you already have. 
2.​ Write down any questions you have. 
3.​ Schedule a consultation with an estate planning attorney. 
4.​ Bring your completed checklist and any existing documents to your appointment. 

This kit is just the beginning. The goal is peace of mind—for you and your loved ones. 

For a FREE Consultation, reach out to:​
Affordable Estate Planning - Chad Fuss, Esq. 

503-908-5457 / Chad@AffordableEstatePNW.com / www.AffordableEstatePNW.com  

This document is for educational purposes and does not constitute legal advice.  

mailto:Chad@affordableestatepnw.com
http://www.affordableestatepnw.com


Estate Planning
For Families

What will happen to your family if you’re no longer here?

No one wants to think about death, but it’s important to properly prepare in case the unthinkable happens. Without a will, 
guardians named for your children, health directives, and other vital documents your family will not be prepared if the worst 
were to happen.

Estate Planning Checklist
These are a few of the documents that you should have in place to ensure your family is protected and your final wishes are 
carried out.

Will and/or Trust Proof of Identity

Executor of Your Estate Social Security  Card Marriage License

Beneficiaries of Your Estate Driver’s License Divorce Decree

Guardians for Minor Children Birth Certificate Passport

Beneficiaries for Home Ownership

Bank Accounts Stock/Investments Title Mortgage Papers

401Ks/IRAs Emails Property Deeds

Life Insurance 
Policies

Financial Accounts Funeral Plan (service wishes, cremation and burial 
preferences, etc.)

Pensions Power of Attorney

Healthcare Directives (like end-of-life instructions) Make sure loved ones know where to find all important 
documents.

For assistance with estate planning or for questions reach out to:  

Chad Fuss, Esq - (503) 908-5457 - Chad@AffordableEstatePNW.com - www.AffordableEstatePNW.com
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